Broads Authority

Broads Local Access Forum

Minutes of the meeting held on 12 December 2006

Present

Dr Keith Bacon (Chairman)

	Ms Liz Brooks
	Mr Gary Simons

	Mr Graham Downing
	Mr Charles Swan

	Mr Tony Howes
	Mr Ray Walpole

	Ms Hattie Llewelyn - Davies
	Mr Mark Wells

	Mr Peter Medhurst
	Mr Chris Wright

	Mr George Saunders
	Mr Christopher Yardley


In Attendance

Mr Peter Barber – Countryside Access Development Officer, Norfolk County Council

Mr Adrian Clarke – Broads Projects Co-ordinator

Mr Rob Haworth – Head of Administration and Committee Services

Mr Nick Sanderson – Head Ranger (Countryside) 

Mr Anthony Wright – Sustrans and Suffolk Local Access Forum

Mr Christian Whiting – Broadland Environmental Services Limited

11
Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Cynthia Wake, Jill Wright, Keith Heazle, Nick Larkin, Robin Buxton and Tony Howes.

12
Minutes


The minutes of the meeting held on 19 September 2006 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

13
Points of Information Arising from the Minutes

(1)
Minute 5(1): Laurie Ritchie

The Head Ranger (Countryside) reported that he had spoken to Laurie’s widow Alison.  She had welcomed the suggestion of some kind of commemoration for Laurie.  This might take the form of a bench on Laurie’s land towards St Benets.  The Forum would be updated on developments.

(2)
Minute 5(3): Free Quay – Oulton Broad

Mr Swan reported that the RNLI’s planning application had been refused and that they were intending to go to appeal.

14
Draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan for Norfolk

The Forum considered a report by the Head of Administration and Committee Services setting out the background in respect of the draft ROWIP.  A copy of the draft ROWIP had been circulated separately.  Copies of responses from Ray Walpole, Cynthia Wake and Keith Heazle were also circulated.

Mr Barber, Countryside Access Development Officer for Norfolk County Council, provided an introduction and went through the document.  He indicated that this was not the final draft as the County Council had until November 2007 before it was required by the regulations to publish the document.  Consequently there was still scope for making improvements and an Annual Action Plan would be added.  As members were aware, the draft  Broads Rights of Way and Open Access Improvement Plan, which appeared later on the agenda, would also be added as an Appendix.  The draft document would require approval by the County Council’s Cabinet before publication.  

The Chairman stated that he felt the draft ROWIP was now, in contrast to earlier versions, a useful working document and that it would be possible for the Forum to support it in principle.

In response to questions Mr Barber indicated that timescales within which the draft Plan would be completed and the ROWIP, incorporating the Open Access Plan, would be used to seek additional funding to facilitate improvements.  There had been meetings with officers at the County Council who were responsible for tourism and economic development as part of a process of trying to ensure that the Draft ROWIP was more integrated with associated activities.

Mr Saunders enquired whether regard would be had to the County Council’s finding, following consultation with people living in the area, that improved disabled access to the countryside was one of the initiatives respondents had indicated that they would like to see.  Mr Barber indicated that this would be considered.

Mr Barber reported that more work would be done on the document and that a further draft would be circulated to the Forum possibly in March.

RESOLVED

to support in principle the draft ROWIP as circulated and to affirm its wish to consider a further draft incorporating the improvements alluded to above.

15
Draft Rights of Way and Open Access Improvement Plan   

The Forum considered a report by the Head Ranger (Countryside).  Attached to the report was the latest draft of the proposed Rights of Way and Open Access Improvement Plan for the Broads in Norfolk.  When finalised, the plan would be appended to the Norfolk County Council Rights of Way Improvement Plan to form part of the strategic proposals to improve rights of way and access within the Broads area.  The Forum was invited to consider the draft Plan and offer guidance regarding any further additions or changes that might be made.

The Head Ranger (Countryside) reported that the Improvement Plan had been updated following input by the Forum at its meeting on 19 September.  It was, however, still in draft form and there would be a wider consultation with interested bodies, including BESL, prior to it being considered by the Broads Authority at its meeting on 23 March 2007.  Essentially the draft Plan consisted of a 4/5 year work programme broken down on a valley by valley basis.  This contrasted with the Norfolk ROWIP which extended over a period of 10 years.  In order for it also to function as a stand alone document the version of the Improvement Plan, which would be appended to and was specific to the Norfolk ROWIP, would need to be extended to incorporate those areas of the Broads in Suffolk.  It would not, however, be possible to add it as appendices to the Suffolk ROWIP as that document was complete.  

Members highlighted the lack of reference to staithes and the Countryside Rights of Way Act.  Furthermore it was felt that the objectives would read better if under each of the actions it stated that the “The Broads Authority will aim to:” as it did in Objective E.  With reference to Objective E it was suggested that an access guide for the Broads area might be produced.  The Head Ranger (Countryside) indicated that these comments would form the basis for amendments in the draft Plan.  

RESOLVED

that, subject to incorporation of the points outlined above, the Forum endorses the draft Open Access Improvement Plan as a basis for further consultation and for submission for approval by the full Authority at its meeting in March 2007.  

16
Guidance on Local Access Forums in England


The Forum considered a report by the Head Ranger (Countryside) which outlined the salient points in the new draft guidance issued by the Secretary of State.  A copy of the draft guidance was attached to the report.

The Forum focused on two main issues.  Firstly, how the effectiveness of the Forum could be measured?  Was the advice that it was offering to the bodies listed in Section 94 of the Act clear, coherent and comprehensive? Should targets for the Forum be developed in consultation with the appointing authority? Monitoring of the new ROWIP’s and Open Access Plan would also need to be an indicator of effectiveness in the future.  Secondly, was the public sufficiently aware of the role of the Local Access Forum and the work it was undertaking in order to seek to improve access in the Broads Area.  There was a feeling that an article on the Forum and its work should appear in the Broadcaster at least once a year.  The importance of raising the profile of land-based recreation was emphasised.  

RESOLVED

(i)
to note the report; and

(ii)
to request the Head Ranger (Countryside) and Head of Administration and Committee Services to explore in more detail the possibilities in respect of monitoring the effectiveness of the Forum together with what would be appropriate publicity for its activities and to report back to a future meeting.

17
Broadland Flood Alleviation Scheme: Broadland Environmental Services Ltd (BESL)’s Programme of Works – Improved Access Opportunities


The Broads Projects Co-ordinator updated members on the Broadland Flood Alleviation Scheme.   He circulated a schedule of programmed works which set out relevant proposed enhancements and their status as at 12 December 2006.  The Forum looked in particular detail at the plans in respect of “W2 – Geldeston TM3891” and “W4 Worlingham - TM 4591 - 4791” “W5 Carlton Marshes/Share Marshes TM5092 – 5192”.  Mr Saunders made the point that any disabled access would be better served by an incline of 1:15 compared to 1:12.

Mr Whiting reported that BESL would be consulting on other proposed enhancements elsewhere in the system and the Forum would be a key consultee.  The Forum’s support could be instrumental in BESL securing additional funding for enhancements.  He felt that it would be useful if, as had been agreed in a preceeding item, the draft Broads Rights of Way and Open Access Improvement Plan could be forwarded to BESL so that they could suggest possible additions.  Mr Whiting indicated that if members of the Forum had any comments or issues in respect of the Flood Defence works and possible access enhancements then they could contact the Company directly if they so wished.  

It was noted that further updates would be provided at future meetings.

RESOLVED

to note the update and request the Head Ranger (Countryside) to include BESL in the consultation exercise in respect of the draft Open Access Improvement Plan.  

18
Rights of Way and Footpaths : Update 


 The Head Ranger (Countryside) reported that there had not been a meeting of the Group since the last meeting of the Forum.

19
Any Other Matters

The Head Ranger (Countryside) reported that, with regard to the joint training day with the Norfolk and Suffolk Local Access Forums, he would confer with the relevant officers of those groups and come back to members with a proposed date.  He also referred to the training being provided by Natural England for members of the Local Access Forums.  The next of these would be held in Ely on Thursday 22 February.  Any members wishing to attend should inform the Head of Administration and Committee Services who would need to make the necessary bookings by 20 December.

20
Date of Next Meeting

It was noted that the next meeting of the Forum was scheduled to take place on Tuesday 13 March at 2.00pm.  The meeting would take place at County Hall, Norwich.




Chairman
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